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 In honor of late UT associate 
professor Kent Butler, Austin City 
Council members have renamed 
a section of the Balcones Canyon-
lands Preserve  in an effort to keep 
his memory alive. 
Council members announced 
the official Kent Butler Ecological 
Reserve during the regular council 
meeting at city hall Thursday. 
Butler began teaching in the 
School of Architecture in 1978 and 
later became associate dean for re-
search operations and program di-
rector of the graduate program in 
Community and Regional Plan-
ning. He also dedicated his time 
helping establish the preserve, the 
Barton Springs/Edwards Aquifer 
groundwater management dis-
trict and the environmental de-
partment for the Lower Colorado 
River Authority. 
“One reason they’re naming [the 
preserve] after him is because he 
 An award-winning UT profes-
sor known for his enthusiasm in 
the classroom has authored a book 
he hopes will inspire others to reach 
their goals through effective com-
munication techniques. 
Communication studies and man-
agement professor John Daly unveiled 
his latest book, “Advocacy: Champi-
oning Ideas and Influencing Others,” 
on Thursday night at the AT&T Ex-
ecutive Education and Conference 
Center. Daly, who teaches interper-
sonal communication skills to both 
College of Communication and Mc-
Combs School of Business students, 
said he’s been a part of UT’s facul-
ty for 34 years now, and has written 
more than 100 scholarly articles and 
completed six academic books. 
“I want everyone to know about 
what I’ve taught and included in 
this book — it’s a zealous goal of 
mine,” Daly said. 
Building on the interpersonal
communication lessons Daly teach-
es, he says the art of persuasion is 
the message that he wants to pres-
ent to a much wider public with the 
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Assistant psychology professor 
Alison Preston will explain how 
our brains use memories to 
anticipate future events. 
The talk begins at 5:45 p.m. in 
WEL 2.224.
Bamboo Festival
Interested in sustainable 
clothes or jewelry? Stop by the 
Zilker Botanical Garden all day 
Saturday to learn all you could 
want to know about bamboo.






The indie electronic band 
hailing from Denton will play a 
set at Mohawk beginning at 8 
p.m. Tickets are $15 at the door.
SATURDAY
Just Eat It
“Weird Al” Yankovic will perform 
at ACL Live at the Moody 
Theater. Doors open at 6:30 and 
tickets range from $29 to $49.
 “The original worry 
that I had was going 
to be content, but 
we didn’t really have 
a problem coming 
up with a lot of 
content. We all could 
just talk and talk and 
talk and really there’s 
no end to it ... We 
have general ideas 
... like we’re building 





The company Nintendo Koppai 
is founded in Japan to produce 
and market card games.
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 UT tailgaters will have their 
chance at 15 minutes of YouTube 
fame because of a new channel host-
ed by the University Co-op. 
The Burnt Orange Tailgating 
Channel began streaming on You-
Tube after the UT vs. Rice game at 
the beginning of this season. The 
new channel asks tailgaters from 
both teams questions submitted by 
UT football fans. The Co-op will ac-
cept questions from Facebook and 
Twitter users prior to game day and 
hopes to increase traffic to their so-
cial media pages by providing a new 
way to look at UT spirit on game 
day, said UT co-op promotions 
manager Will Kelleher. Co-op staff 
will interview tailgaters at all home 
games, looking for answers to some 
of the questions, Kelleher said. 
“The reason behind it was to ex-
plore the pregame rituals and all of 
the University of Texas passion that 
surrounds football games on Satur-
day,” he said. “We wanted to get a 
first-hand deal from it and just have 
fun, talk to UT students and con-
nect to UT students and get enter-
taining content.” 
The UT vs. Rice game’s videos 
drew approximately about 1,400 
views, and the UT vs. BYU game 
drew 2,500 views, Kelleher said. 
“We’re expecting to grow expo-
nentially throughout the season, es-
pecially with some of our Big 12 ri-
vals,” he said. “It’ll be great to see 
what kind of questions people have 
for the OU, Oklahoma State and 
A&M games.” 
Chemistry sophomore Stuart 
Reynolds is a member of the Kap-
pa Sigma fraternity, which tailgates 
near the stadium before every home 
game. The Burnt Orange Tailgating 
Channel is a cool concept, but they 
have to plan for all activities that 
might happen at tailgates, he said. 
“They just have to understand 
Blanton Museum showing 
world-recognized African pieces
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Dan Beebe out 
as Big 12 head, 
future unclear 
for conference
Thomas Allison | Daily Texan Staff
World-renowned photojournalist Elliott Erwitt presents a slideshow of more than six decades of photographic work in Homer Rainey Hall on 
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 Well, the Big 12 is going to stay 
alive, but Dan Beebe’s time as con-
ference commissioner has come to 
an end.
Beebe fell on the sword for the 
Big 12 on Thursday, stepping down 
as commissioner in order to appease 
Oklahoma University, which said it 
would remain in the conference as 
long as there was a new commis-
sioner in charge.
“I put all my effort into doing 
what was best for the Big 12,” Bee-
be said in a statement. “With great 
fondness, I wish the Big 12 Confer-
ence a long and prosperous future.” 
Former Big Eight commissioner 
Chuck Neinas will serve as the in-
terim commissioner. 
Beebe, 54, was named com-
missioner in 2007. He guided the 
conference through last summer’s 
thunderstorm, holding strong de-
spite the losses of Nebraska and 
Colorado. That effort got him a 
three-year extension to his con-
tract, through 2015. 
But he had received recent criti-
cism for being partial to Texas, al-
lowing the Longhorn Network to air 
a conference game — Kansas. 
Beebe’s legacy will be a mixed 
one. He allowed other conferenc-
es to poach Big 12 schools — Texas 
By Trey Scott
Daily Texan Columnist
 World-renowned photographer 
Elliott Erwitt has photographed a 
wide variety of subjects, from major 
historical figures to Parisian pass-
ersby and poodles. Erwitt presented 
personal favorites and well-known 
pieces at the Harry Ransom Center 
on Thursday night. 
Erwitt joined the Magnum 
Photos agency in 1953, and his 
photos will be archived along 
with other Magnum pieces at the 
Ransom Center. 
Erwitt had a major impact in the 
world of photojournalism and so-
ciety in general, said Steven Hoel-
scher, a professor and chair of 
American Studies and Geography. 
“Few photographers have had a 
greater impact on American culture 
than Elliott Erwitt,” Hoelscher said. 
Part of Erwitt’s philosophy is that 
the perception of the photo plays a 
fundamental role in the quality of 
the photo, Hoelscher said. 
“Photography is the art of obser-
vation,” Hoelscher said, quoting Er-
witt. “It has little to do with what 
you see but rather how you see it.” 
Erwitt called himself a professional 
photographer with a serious hobby in 
photography and began his slide show 
during Thursday’s event with photo-
graphs of dogs that were taken outside 
of his formal job. 
“I like dogs for many reasons,” 
Erwitt said. “I’m sympathetic to 
them, they are universal, they 
don’t mind being photographed 
By Nick Hadjigeorge
Daily Texan Staff
Erwitt recalls photo-centered life
UT professor authors book 
about interpersonal skills
Elisabeth Dillon | Daily Texan Staff
John Daly signs a copy of his new book “Advocacy: Championing Ideas 
and Influencing Others” on Thursday afternoon. 
Thomas Allison | Daily Texan Staff
Christy Moore, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Mechanical Engineering, thanks the City Council 
for honoring her late husband, associate professor Kent Butler.
University Co-op creates YouTube channel to show tailgaters’ game day spirit
Reserve named in memory of late associate 
professor who dedicated two years to project
By Shreya Banerjee
Daily Texan Staff
ERWITT continues on PAGE 2 BIG 12 continues on PAGE 2
DALY continues on PAGE 2
RESERVE continues on PAGE 2
TAILGATE continues on PAGE 2
played a crucial role in its creation,” 
said Fritz Steiner, dean of the School 
of Architecture. “He took a leave for 
about two years to work on a plan 
that made the preserve a reality. He 
was an environmental planner and 
he was a real pioneer in the field, so 
this was integral to his interest.” 
The reserve also contains a 
protected area for the Golden-
cheeked Warbler, an endangered 
species of bird which nests exclu-
sively in Texas, according to the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife website. 
Though Butler was originally 
a business student at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, he went on 
to earn three degrees in water re-
search management and used that 
experience to influence environ-
mental planning students at UT. 
He participated in many water 
and nature conservation projects 
and worked with the Galveston 
Bay Estuary Program, the Coast-
al Erosion Planning and Response 
Act and plans to create an urban 
rainwater system. 
Butler died of injuries sus-
tained from a fall while on a hike 
in Yosemite National Park in May. 
According to published obituar-
ies, the fall occurred when Butler 
moved on a trail to let other hik-
ers pass by. 
“[After his death], we were think-
ing about ways to commemorate 
him through scholarships, but our 
daughter Emily wanted to see a nat-
ural preserve named after him,” said 
Butler’s wife, Christy Moore, se-
nior mechanical engineering lectur-
er. “We all stopped because it was 
both daunting and perfect for him. 
I hope these honors bestowed on 
Kent inspire us to be environmen-
talists and citizens.” 
Mayor Lee Leffingwell, who 
knew Butler, reached out to the 
family and offered to pay trib-
ute to Butler’s years of service to 
the community. 
“It became clear very quick-
ly to find a beautiful piece of the 
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve 
and name it after Kent,” said Matt 
Curtis, spokesman for the may-
or. “The Butler reserve both rep-
resents his dedication to the Ed-
wards Aquifer, which lies beneath 
the preserve, and the canyonland 
preserve he helped create.” 
Butler’s family said they appre-
ciated the support from the Austin 
public and the city council. 
“This [honor] has been awe-
inspiring,” Butler’s stepson Nick 
Kinkaid said.  “The response from 
the community has been really 
positive during this time and we 
can really see the effect Kent had 
on the community.” 
The UT School of Architecture 
will hold a symposium in Butler’s 
honor from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 1 at the Jessen Audi-





Friday, Sept. 23, 2011
1:00 p.m.
University of Texas
College of Communication 
Bldg. (CMA) 
2600 Whitis Avenue, 
LBJ Room #5.160
Visitors Welcome
We encourage any community member 
who has any kind of temporary or perma-
nent disability to contact Texas Student 
Media beforehand so that appropriate 
accommodations can be made. Anyone 
is welcome to attend.
plus t/s
20 Mountains. 5 Resorts. 1 Price.
breckenridge
Assigned Garage Parking Available!
THE CASTILIAN RESIDENCE HALL
across the street from UT
2323 San Antonio St.
478-9811 (ask for Heather)
www.thecastilian.com
GOT PARKING?
SPACES ARE LIMITED & GOING FAST!
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Because of a reporting error in 
Wednesday Page 1 news story 
about a new supercomputer, the 
story should not have said Intel 
planned to change planned to 
change their role with the project.
CLARIFICATION
Tuesday’s front-page story “Greek 
studies to be eliminated from UT 
majors” should have clarifi ed that 
although the major in Greek will be 
eliminated, certain degree plans 
will still require students to enroll in 
Greek courses, and UT will still o! er 
Greek language classes.
A&M to the Southeastern Confer-
ence, Nebraska to the Big 10, Col-
orado to the Pac-12. But he also 
kept the conference intact last sum-
mer, when it looked to be on its last 
breath. Beebe also was in charge 
when the league agreed to a $1 bil-
lion TV deal with FOX last spring. 
“We sincerely thank Dan who has 
always demonstrated a total com-
mitment to what is in the best inter-
est of the Big 12 Conference,” said 
University of Missouri chancellor 
Brady Deaton, also the chairman of 
the conference’s board of directors. 
“His energy, devotion and skill in 
negotiating on our behalf have been 
tremendous assets that have bene-
fited our member institutions, our 
student athletes, our athletic pro-
grams and all our fans.”
But his final action — a selfless and 
brave one — should be commended. 
And it proves that despite everything 
else, Beebe cared most about keeping 
the conference together.
“It is satisfying to know the Big 
12 Conference will survive,” Beebe 
said. “I congratulate the members 
for taking strong action to ensure a 
bright future as a premier intercolle-
giate athletics conference.” 
Information from The Associated Press 
was used in this report. 
and they don’t ask for prints.” 
These photos showed many exam-
ples of his usage of interesting per-
spectives and context to create a hu-
morous or surprising photograph. 
Erwitt also showed photographs 
documenting historical events, 
which Hoelscher said played a ma-
jor role in shaping the culture of 
America, as well as the world. Erwitt 
told the story of a time when he was 
in Moscow during the 40th anniver-
sary of the Soviet Union. 
“I took the very first pictures 
of the Soviet intercontinental 
missiles,” Erwitt said. “Nobody 
else was allowed to take pictures 
but I went through four securi-
ty checkpoints and took photos. 
When I was found out, I rushed 
back to my hotel and developed 
the prints in my bathroom. It was 
my first real big coup.” 
When asked what the most de-
fining moment of his career was, 
Erwitt told The Daily Texan he is 
still waiting for it. 
Photojournalism professor and 
fellow Magnum photographer Eli 
Reed said he saw Erwitt as more 
than a colleague. 
“I’ve known him for so long, he’s 
like my best friend and family mem-
ber,” Reed said. “He’s also the most 
honest man in the business.” 
Photojournalism graduate stu-
dent Spencer Selvidge said he en-
joyed Erwitt’s ability to creatively 
portray subjects while having fun at 
the same time. 
“His work is very strong in a pho-
tojournalistic sense, but he doesn’t 
take himself totally serious all the 
time,” Selvidge said. “It’s what 
makes him, him.”
book, which pushes aside many of 
the restrictions he felt his previous 
academic textbooks contained. 
“It’s all about how good you 
are at selling your arguments that 
gets you on top, I say — and the 
best way to learn to do that is to 
study others who already know 
how to present themselves,” Daly 
said. “Networking isn’t ‘who you 








gan Jones said 
she took Da-
ly’s course as 
a communica-
tions student 
a t  U T  a n d 
that she has 
carried what 
she learned 
there a long 
with her in 
both her ca-
reer and her 
relationships. 
“I love my 
job and I think that maybe his 
communication lessons should 
very well be thanked for it,” Jones 
said. “It’s now my job to highlight 
this facility, and we just wanted 
to help him sell his work.” 
Communication graduate 
students Nicholas Merola and 
Nadina Sandlin said they re-
member going to Daly’s lec-
tures and seeing undergradu-
ate students that were not even 
enrolled flooding the class-
room only to see the professor 
“do his thing.” 
“I just can’t wait to dig in,” 
Merola said. “This book has 
pretty much 
been in the 
making  for 
four years by 
Daly, and I’ve 
been waiting 





lin said they 
a g r e e d  t h e 
c h a r i s m a 
and animat-
ed gestures of 
Daly in the 
c l a s s r o o m 
would have 
to be called 
a “dance” be-
cause of its in-
ability to be described. 
“It feels really nice hav-
ing someone close to you be-
ing able to do this and get their 
word out,” Sandlin said. “What 
Daly teaches is something that 
everyone can take in and use 
in any situation — you’ll def-
initely take it with you.” 
that a lot of people don’t want their 
faces shown,” he said. “I don’t con-
done it and I don’t want to get my-
self in trouble, but there is under-
age drinking that goes on. 
As long as the questions are 
interesting and relevant, Burnt Or-
ange Tailgating would be a good 
way to increase school spirit be-
fore and after football games, said 
sophomore Andrea Velazquez. 
This is Velazquez’s first year go-
ing to football games and tailgat-
ing, she said. 
“It’s going to be cool to get 
some YouTube exposure, and also 
it’s cool to see what other fans are 
thinking,” she said. “I would ask 
probably what your favorite part 
of the actual game is. From the 
half-time show to watching the 
commercials on the big screen, to 
the moment after scoring a touch-
down or even walking out of the 
stadium after a game, there are 
plenty of different parts of the 
game experience.”
Elisabeth Dillon | Daily Texan Staff
Students participate in a propane fire training simulator outside of Gregory Gym on Thursday. The training class is done once a month 
and is required by Environmental Health & Safety for students in certain laboratory classes.
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Scientists at CERN, the European 
Organization for Nuclear Re-
search in Geneva, Switzerland, 
say they have clocked subatomic 
particles, called neutrinos, traveling 
faster than light — a feat that, if true, 
would break a fundamental pillar 
of Albert Einstein’s special theory 
of relativity, the idea that nothing is 
supposed to move faster than light. 
The readings have so astounded 
researchers that they are asking 
others to independently verify the 
measurements before claiming an 
actual discovery.  
— The Associated Press
 UNITED NATIONS — Ameri-
can diplomats led a walkout at the 
U.N. General Assembly Thursday 
as Iran’s President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad fiercely attacked the 
United States and major West Eu-
ropean nations as “arrogant pow-
ers” ruled by greed and eager for 
military adventurism. 
The two U.S. diplomats, who spe-
cialize in the Middle East, were fol-
lowed out of the chamber by diplo-
mats from more than 30 countries. 
Israel boycotted the speech. 
Ahmadinejad’s speech pitted 
the poverty and unhappiness of 
most countries against the riches 
and power of the U.S. and un-
named European nations that 
he accused of perpetuating wars, 
causing the current global eco-
nomic crisis and infringing on 
“the rights and sovereignty of 
nations.” 
He attacked the United States 
and European colonial powers 
for abducting tens of millions of 
Africans and making them slaves, 
for their readiness “to drop thou-
sands of bombs on other coun-
tries,” and for dominating the 
U.N. Security Council.
“It is as lucid as daylight that 
the same slave masters and colo-
nial powers that once instigated 
the two world wars have caused 
widespread misery and disor-
der with far-reaching effects 
across the globe since then,” Ah-
madinejad said. “Do these arro-
gant powers really have the com-
petence and ability to run or 
govern the world?” 
The Iranian president answered 
by calling for “the shared and col-
lective management of the world 
in order to put an end to the 
present disorders, tyranny and 
discriminations worldwide.” Last 
year, he said “the future belongs 
to Iran” and challenged the U.S. 
to accept that his country has a 
major role in the world. 
“The world assembly should 
take with a grain of salt the re-
marks of a leader who said noth-
ing about the public hanging 
yesterday of a 17-year-old in his 
own country,” Human Rights 
Watch’s U.N. Director Philippe 
Bolopion said. 
9 charged with smuggling cigs 
into Maryland to resell at profit
UPPER MARLBORO, Md. — 
Authorities say nine people have 
been indicted on charges of illegal-
ly smuggling cigarettes from Virgin-
ia to Maryland, and nearly 15,000 
packs of contraband cigarettes have 
been seized. 
Officials say smugglers who buy 
cigarettes in states such as Virgin-
ia, where the tax on a pack is 30 
cents, can illegally resell them in 
higher-tax states such as Mary-
land, where the tax is $2 per pack 
of 20 cigarettes. 
The nine indicted list address-
es in New York, New Jersey and 
Maryland. 
All told, Maryland state comp-
troller Peter Franchot says 115 peo-
ple were arrested in a cigarette 
smuggling crackdown in Maryland 
for the fiscal year ending June 30 
and more than 180,000 packs of cig-
arettes were seized. 
 LA fire truck used as porn film 
backdrop without approval 
LOS ANGELES — A Los Ange-
les Fire Department spokeswoman 
says the department is investigat-
ing allegations that some firefight-
ers allowed porn producers to use 
fire trucks in adult films. 
KNBC-TV reports that a Los An-
geles fire engine was used as a back-
drop for a porn film shot at Ven-
ice Beach. Footage aired on KNBC 
showed a topless woman sitting on 
the apparatus. 
Captain Tina Haro told the sta-
tion that the department has “zero 
tolerance” for the alleged misbehav-
ior. She says Fire Chief Brian Cum-
mings has ordered an investigation 
into the allegations because they 
clearly violate department policy. 
Downed plane reported in Ohio 
was really just water park prop 
MASON, Ohio — A possible 
plane crash reported near an Ohio 
interstate turned out to be only 
a prop on the grounds of a water 
park. 
Media outlets report a passing 
motorist on Interstate 71 north of 
Cincinnati thought it was a downed 
plane and alerted authorities late 
Wednesday morning. Fire and 
emergency crews were dispatched 
to the scene. 
Spokesman Derek Blevins at The 
Beach water park in Mason tells 
WHIO radio the decorative prop has 
been on the property since May and 
was never an issue before. But he 
says it may be more visible from the 
interstate because falling leaves have 
reduced the amount of tree cover. 
Muslim students at UC-Irvine  
goes to trial over loud protest 
SANTA ANA, Calif. — A jury has 
completed its first full day of delib-
erations in the trial of 10 Muslim 
students charged with disrupting a 
speech by an Israeli diplomat at the 
University of California, Irvine. 
The Orange County Superior 
Court jury went home for the day 
Wednesday and will resume delib-
erations Thursday morning.
The jurors are deciding whether 
the students broke the law or were 
exercising a right to demonstrate 
when they shouted during Ambas-
sador Michael Oren’s February 2010 
speech about U.S.-Israel relations. 
The students face misdemeanor 
charges of conspiring to disrupt a 
meeting and disrupting a meeting. 
If convicted, they face sentences 
ranging from probation with com-
munity service and fines to a year 
in jail. 
Compiled from Associated Press reports
NEWS BRIEFLY
Anja Niedringhaus | Associated Press
Richard Drew | Associated Press
Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad addresses the 66th session of the United Nations General 
Assembly on Thursday.
Diplomats walk from Iranian speech
By Edith M. Lederer
The Associated Press

















Classic 2 bedroom 2 bath 
loft style apartment, 
1500 a month, One year 
lease. dhays2000@mac.
com
 x ID 3078686
420 Unf. Houses
HOUSE FOR RENT 3/2 in 
Kyle, Available now
512-422-6965 info Ga-
rage community pool 
$995 month 
426 Furnished Rooms
FURNISHED ROOM FOR 
RENT Luxury condo in 
Southwest Austin with 
furnished room for rent. 
Private bathe, 1500 sq. ft. 
condo on greenbelt close 
to Mopak, shopping, res-
taurants, etc. Young at 
heart senior with sweet 
lab, open minded, and 
Texas friendly owner. 







gift cards to fi rst 100 new 
visitors on Sun., Sept. 
25 to Central Christian 
Church, 1110 Guadalupe 
St.- just 9 blocks north 
of the UT campus! Ser-








(as we’ve come to know 
it)! Very soon, after the 
corrupt global markets 
collapse, one very wise 
person prophesied by 
ALL major world reli-
gions will speak to all of 
humanity. He will NOT 
come across as a reli-
gious fi gure & does not 
want to be worshipped. 
He will inspire mankind 
to see itself as one fam-
ily & to build a new world 
based upon the princi-
ples of Sharing, Justice, 





One that honors all paths 
to God? Join us! Austin 







sary. Training available. 
Age 18+. 800-965-6520 
ext. 113 
GYMNASTICS COACHES 
Former gymnasts and 
cheerleaders needed to 
coach gymnastics. Flex-





Center, seeks Teaching 
Assistants for ages 0-5 
Shifts M-F 8:00-12:30 
and/or 2:30-6:00 PM. 




/Study Skills tutor need-
ed for K-12. Flex hours, 
Fun job. $15 per hr. 512-
327-1288 
800 General Help Wanted
STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On 
Surveys.
EARN $1000-$3200 A 
month to drive our brand 





Working Hrs range 
2-3hrs per day. 3-4 days 
per week. for more info 
submit your Resume to 
hpaperdepot@aol.com 
for review 512-795-7887 
875 Medical Study






Regular rate 15 words for 
one day=$12.50/ for one 
week=$42.08/ for two 
weeks=$67.20 & $.50 per 
additional word.
All ads appear online at 
no charge unless you opt 
for enhancements which 






CALL 512.471.5244 or 
self-service to submit Ad 
at dailytexanonline.com
 x ID 2860257
790 Part Time560 Public Notice
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.
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recycle recycle recycle recycle 
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in the Texan










20 Mountains. 5 Resorts. 1 Price.
plus t/s
875 Medical Study
LIFE&ARTSFriday, September 23, 2011 7
 Science has had a tough time in the 
popular media. On TV for instance, ev-
ery “Cosmos,” “Mythbusters” or “Plan-
et Earth” has about a dozen Fox specials 
about alien abductions, ghost hunting 
shows or talk show hosts promoting 
psychics to cancel them out. It’s difficult 
to present science in both an entertain-
ing and accurate fashion, and it’s even 
harder to stay on the air as audiences’ at-
tention spans get shorter and shorter.
Enter the new media — specifical-
ly the Internet — and in this particu-
lar case, podcasts. “The Skeptics’ Guide 
to the Universe,” or SGU to its fans, ad-
vocates skepticism — the notion of not 
accepting claims at face value — one of 
the cornerstones of science. The show is 
just five self-proclaimed science rogues 
discussing recent science news items, 
but the stars of the show and their rap-
port keep things entertaining on a week-
to-week basis, enough so that it consis-
tently ranks among the most down-
loaded science podcasts on iTunes. But 
the stars of the show aren’t above gim-
micks, and starting tonight they’re go-
ing to put on a 24-hour episode of the 
SGU accessible from their website.
“The original worry that I had was 
going to be content,” said Jay Novella, 
one of the hosts. “But we didn’t really 
have a problem coming up with a lot of 
content. We all could just talk and talk 
and talk and really there’s no end to it.”
Instead of sticking to prerecorded 
material on what is typically an audio-
only show, the 24-hour episode will be 
broadcast live across the Internet in 
full streaming video. Jay Novella talk-
ed like a child in a candy store, excited 
by all the possibilities.
“We have general ideas ... like we’re 
building a lair. It’s a skeptical-slash-he-
ro lair, so what’s going to be in it? We’re 
having fun with it,” Jay Novella said.
There’s no question that the stars 
of the SGU are either nerds, dorks or 
geeks (depending on your preferred 
nomenclature), with the rogues oc-
casionally finding themselves dis-
tracted from the science to talk about 
“Star Trek” or “Lord of the Rings” or 
in a recent episode, Gary Coleman’s 
appearance on the Buck Rogers TV 
show. However, rather than becom-
ing off-putting, the geekiness gives 
the show personality.
The idea for a 24-hour show origi-
nated with Steve Novella, the de-facto 
leader of the show, who leads the dis-
cussion each week in addition to bal-
ancing his day job as an academic neu-
rologist at Yale.
“In an average eight-hour work 
day or 12 hours where Steve’s being 
productive, he gets as much done as it 
takes me a week to do,” Jay Novella said.
The other rogues Bob Novella, Evan 
Bernstein and Rebecca Watson, are just 
a few people who are gung ho about 
skepticism, which Jay Novella describes 
as “organized critical thinking.”
“I’m a skeptical activist. That’s it. I’m 
driven by my desire. This isn’t about fame 
and money because if it were, I would be 
a joke. We do what we do because we 
want to educate people,” Jay Novella said.
Talking to Jay Novella, however, it 
seems like more than that. To him, sci-
ence isn’t a sterile and lifeless topic to 
memorize and get tested on. Instead, 
it’s a way of looking at the world and 
seeing things that weren’t there before. 
It provides the same wonder to him as 
religion might to somebody else.
“Watching all the science take place, 
and seeing all the hopeful discoveries 
that disappear or sometimes turn into 
something. That process, we get to en-
joy just by reading the news every day. 
That’s awesome,” Jay Novella said.
Promoting skepticism in a world of 
psuedoscience and misleading news 
reports is no easy task, particularly in 
the world of traditional media, but the 
Internet has allowed for many grass-
roots movements to gain a better fol-
lowing, most fueled only by passion.
And passion clearly is the key mo-
tivator for Jay Novella. As he pauses 
for a second while talking about sci-
ence and technology and the amaz-
ing things that the future will bring, 
he breaks whatever thought he was 
in the middle of to let out a burst of 
pure emotion. 
“Man, what a time to be alive!”
Skeptics attempt to overturn 
pseudoscience with podcast 
By Robert Starr
Daily Texan Staff
Photo courtesy of 
The Skeptics’ Guide to the Universe
The 24-hour episode of The Skeptics’ 





Coach Taylor won 
the Best Drama 
Actor Emmy...
HORNS DOWN
The Vulture Clickables 
iPhone App. 
Your daily dose of pop 
culture links in a slick, 
organized database.
Ken Jennings’ “Maphead.”
 The super genius traces 
the surprisingly fascinating 
cultural history of maps. 
Brad Pitt and Jonah 
Hill in “Moneyball.” 
The movie is a little 
too technical, but their 
rapport is natural.
The trailer for the fake 




A soap opera exclusivley 
about retribution.
Facebook’s major redesign. 
So. Much. Happening.
“New Girl.”
We can’t decide if we 
love it or loathe it.
Rihanna’s 
“We Found Love.” 
Her new single is good, 
but kind of a bummer.
Net!ix splits into two 
companies, becomes 




...but “Modern Family” 
won Best Comedy.
More like most overrated.
Emo’s outside stage closes.

NEW YORK — When Wen-
dy’s decided to remake its 42-year-
old hamburger, the chain agonized 
over every detail. A pickle chem-
ist was consulted. Customers were 
quizzed on their lettuce knowledge. 
And executives went on a cross-
country burger-eating tour.
The result? Dave’s Hot ‘N Juicy, 
named after late Wendy’s found-
er Dave Thomas. The burger — with 
extra cheese, a thicker beef patty, a 
buttered bun and hold the mustard, 
among other changes — will be served 
in restaurants starting Monday.
“Our food was already good,” said 
Denny Lynch, a Wendy’s spokes-
man. “We wanted it to be better. 
Isn’t that what long-term brands 
do? They reinvent themselves.”
For Wendy’s Co., based in Dub-
lin, Ohio, reinvention is criti-
cal. That’s why executives at the 
6,600-restaurant chain spent the 
past two and a half years going over 
burger minutiae during an un-
dertaking they call Project Gold 
Hamburger. That included decid-
ing whether to switch from white 
onions on its burgers to red (they 
did), to change the fat/lean ratio 
of the meat (they didn’t), or to go 
with plain or crinkled pickles (they 
picked crinkled).
Wendy’s is trying to boost lackluster 
sales and fight growing competition 
from much bigger rival McDonald’s 
on one end and expanding fast-casu-
al chains like Five Guys Burgers and 
Fries on the other. Part of the prob-
lem is that Americans in the econom-
ic downturn are being pickier about 
how they spend their dining-out dol-
lars. But the biggest issue is that Wen-
dy’s, which hadn’t changed its burger 
since the chain began in 1969, let its 
food offerings get stale while compet-
itors updated their menus.
Still, it can be risky to tweak an old 
favorite. The past is littered with ex-
amples of this, including New Coke 
and Clear Pepsi, which were pulled 
from store shelves because custom-
ers didn’t like them. Wendy’s itself 
stumbled a few years ago when it 
rolled out breakfast foods. The com-
pany now says its mistake was of-
fering omelets and pancakes, which 
aren’t conducive to eating on the go.
“We have a lot of catching up to 
do in some areas,” said Gerard Lew-
is, Wendy’s head of new product 
development. “But after we launch 
this hamburger there will be folks 
who need to catch up to us.”
honoring 6th Street’s original 
name, Pecan Street. 
The Pecan Street Merchants’ 
Association, a group of volun-
teer-based business owners, has 
always placed importance on free 
admission to the festival so that it 
is open to the Austin community 
and surrounding areas. The city of 
Austin has gone into partnership 
with the board to help sponsor the 
festival expenses.
“All of the money we make goes 
out to different projects on 6th 
Street and the downtown area,” 
Sedwick said. “We have given mon-
ey most recently to Bastrop wildfire 
relief and the $75,000 was matched 
by Time Warner to give to the Red 
Cross for wildfire relief.”
Tamara Ford, a spokeswoman 
for the festival, said the event is 
well-attended by people from all 
over Austin and Central Texas be-
cause of its emphasis on the arts. 
In fact, the celebration is the larg-
est art festival in Central Texas, 
attracting local artists along with 
craft and food vendors.
The attractions on Old Pecan 
Street will extend from Interstate 
Highway 35 to Brazos Street where 
the roads will be closed off.
In the past the event has at-
tracted more than 300,000 people, 
generating an economic impact 
of around $43 million, accord-
ing to the festival’s website. Tour-
ists are drawn to the special events 
and the dozens of bands perform-
ing. This year’s attractions in-
clude The LEGO Experience Tour, 
where festival attendees can par-
take in hands-on building-block 
fun, Wahl’s “Face the Day” Tour 
where men can get free trims and 
grooming tips and Doc Seaton’s 
Magic Sideshow.
This will be the first time Doc 
Seaton’s Magic Sideshow is fea-
tured in the celebration. After 
last year’s success at the Inau-
gural Austin Street Magic Festi-
val, Pecan Street Festival coor-
dinators contacted the sideshow 
to perform for the fall, said Dan 
Page, producer of and perform-
er in the show. There will be 36 
performers and two tents, the 
Feature Stage and the Close-Up 
Tent, which allow for a more per-
sonal experience than the ongo-
ing street magic.
Because Austin has the third-
largest group of magicians in the 
country, city council will com-
memorate local magicians and 
designate Trinity Street between 
5th and 6th streets as Magic Street 
starting Thursday evening until 
the end of the festival.
“The variety of magicians, bal-
loonists, jugglers, Hula-Hoopers, 
palm readers and the group of eclec-
tic people is really invigorating,” 
Page said. “Magic really only exists 
in the moment, it’s a wondrous ex-
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WHAT: Pecan Street Festival
WHERE: 6th Street, from I-35 to 
Brazos Street 
WHEN: Saturday & Sunday
WEB: oldpecanstreetfestival.com
TICKETS: Free
to the art in some way. “I think 
school-age children will be par-
ticularly enamored with the dif-
ferent interplay with light and 
the very tactile quality of the 
work,” Stimpert said. The tapes-
tries are made up of thousands 
of bottle caps and other recy-
cled materials that are essential-
ly stitched together. “We certain-
ly can’t allow people to touch the 
work — but the work makes you 
want to reach out and touch it.”
The tapestries in particu-
lar are incredibly labor inten-
sive. Sewing together such large 
quantities of bottle caps is me-
ticulous, time-consuming work. 
“There are also psychological 
aspects that the artist incorpo-
rates,” Stimpert said. “The art-
ist touches on the context of re-
cycled materials and how the life 
history of objects play a role in 
African society.”
The artist brings together 
seemingly common bottle tops, 
driftwood and other common 
items in such a way that they 
take on a sense of monumental-
ity that taps into a sense of in-
dividuality as well as community 
pride, Binder said. “El Anatsui’s 
work draws viewers in, making 
us feel connected to the world 
that surrounds us,” Binder said. 
“There is a comfort in the beau-
ty, but also in the humble nature 
of his materials.”
Stimpert said the work is awe 
inspiring because Anatsui uti-
lizes common, recyclable ob-
jects and manages to transform 
them into something entirely 
different and cohesive. “Mostly, 
I think the works are just beauti-
ful, and I think people are going 
to be impressed with the sheer 
luminosity and scale,” he said. 
“They’re just breathtaking in the 
way that they’re presented.”
FESTIVAL continues from PAGE 10
TAPESTRY continues from PAGE 10
“Mon e y b a l l”  i s n’t  d i re c -
tor Bennett Miller’s first for-
ay into fact-based drama — 
B ennett’s  last  f i lm was  Os-
car winner “Capote” back in 
2005.  While  “Capote” man-
aged to tell a compelling story 
and featured an all-time great 
performance from Philip Sey-
mour Hoffman, “Moneyball” 
suf fers  f rom its  true-to-l i fe 
basis, dwelling on the facts of 
Billy Beane’s attempt to revo-
lutionize baseball too much to 
tell an entertaining story.
 Brad Pitt  stars as Beane, 
a failed professional baseball 
player turned general manager 
for the Oakland A’s. As his star 
players keep gett ing yanked 
from under him because of the 
A’s disadvantaged financial sit-
uation, Beane turns to a theory 
pioneered by Peter Brand (Jo-
nah Hill),  which uses statis-
tics to construct a hypotheti-
cal “perfect team,” much to the 
chagrin of other A’s officials, 
especially f ield manager Art 
(Philip Seymour Hoffman).
 Pitt has been getting some 
considerable Oscar buzz for 
his  portrayal  of  Beane,  and 
the attention isn’t totally un-
warranted. Pitt brings a tre-
m e n d o u s  n e r v o u s  e n e r g y 
to B eane’s  mannerisms that 
makes him undeniably fun to 
watch. While letting Hill and 
Pitt bounce off each other for 
extended periods of time may 
not sound like the best idea 
on paper, the two have a cer-
t a i n  che mis t r y  t hat  ma kes 
for some very big laughs and 
their  scenes  are  among the 
film’s highlights.
 Unfortunately, almost ev-
erything else about the film is 
simply different levels of un-
der w helming .  Many  of  t he 
supporting characters are un-
derused, especially Hoffman’s 
manager,  who seems to ex-
ist solely to make Billy throw 
things and Chris  Pratt  as  a 
down-on-his-luck player giv-
en  a  s e cond chance .  Hof f -
man and Pratt are both strong 
ac tors ,  but  t he  s cr ipt  ne v-
er gives them anything to do 
and as such,  they never get 
a  chance to  impress  in  any 
significant manner.
 The rest of the film requires 
a more-than-cursory knowl-
edge of baseball, since the nar-
rative of “Moneyball” strong-
ly rel ies  on lots  and lots  of 
facts related to the game, all 
of them presented with little 
to no context. This makes for 
a somewhat confusing experi-
ence for anyone without a rel-
atively thorough knowledge of 
the game and a frustrating one 
when we see Beane’s strategy 
failing with little explanation. 
There’s no doubt that screen-
writers Aaron Sorkin and Ste-
ven Zaillian know how to tell a 
better story than this and their 
dialogue never dips below ser-
viceable, but the script is all 
facts and no flavor.
 Everyone involved in “Mon-
eyball” obviously tries to form 
a shapeless mass of baseball-
related factoids into a compel-
ling story and even succeeds 
in a few scenes. When the film 
actually cuts to the baseball 
field, both in moments of tri-
umph and defeat,  things be-
come legitimately compelling, 
but  these  moments  are  few 
and far between — brief signs 
of life in what’s mostly a bland 
regurgitation of baseball sta-
tistics. While Pitt and Hill do 
their best to keep the film in-
terest ing,  “Moneybal l”  ult i-
mately isn’t up to the challenge 
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Wendy’s reinvents 42-year-old recipe
Paul Vernon | Associated Press
The new Dave’s Hot ‘N Juicy Cheeseburger is being assembled in a 
research lab at Wendy’s international headquarters in Dublin, Ohio.
By Christina Rexrode
The Associated Press
On Saturday and Sunday, Aus-
tin will harken back to its pre-met-
ropolitan roots and keep the state 
capitol “weird” at the biannual Pe-
can Street Festival. This celebra-
tion marks the 33-year anniversa-
ry of the 6th Street festivities, rep-
resenting the history of the dis-
trict itself and the era which start-
ed downtown life in Austin.
Until the ’70s, downtown was 
scarcely populated, with aban-
doned buildings scattered about. 
A pioneering group of Austinites 
known as the Old Pecan Street 
Association was instrumental in 
reclaiming the downtown space 
and starting renovation of the 
old buildings.
“The idea was to preserve the 
historical appeal of the street, 
while revitalizing the downtown 
area,” said Shannon Sedwick, pres-
ident of the Old Pecan Street As-
sociation. The association wanted 
to uphold a sense of the buildings’ 
past and present, she said.
The association needed ade-
quate funding for restoration costs 
and bringing a street fair to life was 
a solution to their problems. In 
1978, the Pecan Street Festival was 
started and included local food 
and art vendors along with bands 
from the surrounding area, estab-
lishing a community event for cul-
tural preservation and creativity. 
Because of the festival’s positive 
turnout, the celebration became a 
biannual spring and fall tradition, 
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Opening Sunday, the Blan-
ton Museum of Art’s latest ex-
hibition “When I Last Wrote to 
You about Africa” will showcase 
a major retrospective of inter-
nationally renowned contempo-
rary artist, El Anatsui. The trav-
eling exhibition, organized by 
the Museum for African Art in 
New York City, spans four de-
cades of the artist’s works drawn 
from public and private collec-
tions worldwide. 
The Museum for African Art’s 
curator of contemporary art, 
Lisa Binder, selected 60 pieces 
for the exhibition that she said 
best represent Anatsui’s body of 
work and demonstrate prima-
ry themes utilized by the artist: 
language, communication and 
history. “As this is a retrospec-
tive, it was important to include 
objects from all phases of his ca-
reer that convey the amazing 
depth and variety of his prac-
tice,” Binder said. 
The Ghanaian-born artist cur-
rently works and lives in Nige-
ria. He has made his career ex-
tracting the context from dis-
carded materials and transform-
ing them into striking, cohesive 
works of art that touch on local, 
global and personal histories 
from his west African culture.
El Anatsui has been recog-
nized internationally as one of 
the most innovative and com-
pelling artists of his generation. 
His work is collected by institu-
tions spanning the globe from 
The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art and The Museum of Mod-
ern Art in New York to the Brit-
ish Museum in London and the 
Centre Pompidou in Paris. 
“When I Last Wrote to You 
about Africa” is the largest col-
lection of El Anatsui’s work to 
be shown in the United States, 
and the Blanton is the only 
southwest venue to host the ex-
hibition. The show consists of 
drawings, paintings, sculptural 
floor and wall installations and 
wall hangings of recycled ma-
terials which the artist refers to 
as tapestries, said Kathleen Bra-
dy Stimpert, Blanton director of 
public relations. 
“There really is a good variety, 
but obviously the star pieces in the 
exhibition will be the wall hang-
ings,” Stimpert said. “All of the 
works are equally beautiful, but the 
wall hangings are what Anatsui is 
best known for.”
The dynamic show ensures 
that all ages will be able to relate 
WHAT: Artist Talk between 
internationally renowned 
sculptor El Anatsui, curator Lisa 
Binder and UT professor of art 
and art history Moyosore Okediji
WHERE: Blanton Auditorium
WHEN: Saturday, 2 p.m.
TICKETS: Free
WHAT: El Anatsui exhibit 
WHERE: Blanton Museum of Art
WHEN: Sept. 25 — Jan. 22, 2012
WEB: blantonmuseum.org
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Blanton exhibit focuses on works by African artist
By Rachel Perlmutter
Daily Texan Staff
Photo courtesy of The October Gallery
Above: Akua’s Surviving Children is a 1996 floor installation by 
Anatsui utilizing metal and driftwood which has been carved with a 
chainsaw. Right: Sacred Moon, one of Anatsui’s famed tapestries cre-
ated in 2007, stretches almost 12 feet long and is comprised of recy-
cled aluminum liquor bottle tabs woven together with copper wire.
TAPESTRY continues on PAGE 9
Photo courtesy of Jack Shainman Gallery
